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 MEETING MINUTES 
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
JULY 17, 2023 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

Wilson called the meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Planning Commission to 
order at 6:00pm. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Frifeldt, Lemkuil, Mesler, Reenders, Taylor, Wilson and Wagenmaker 
Members absent: Cousins, Hesselsweet 
Also present:  Senior Planner Thibault, Associate Planner Chaphalkar, and Attorney 

Bultje 
 
Without objection, Wilson instructed Chaphalkar to record the minutes. 
 

III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Lemkuil, support by Wagenmaker, to revise the minutes of the June 19, 2023 
meeting due to an error in a motion. 
Which motion carried unanimously. 
 

V. CORRESPONDENCE 
• Charles Janssen – 10511 Lakeshore Drive 

o Opposes STR Overlay rezoning of 10615 Lakeshore, citing concerns of impact on 
neighboring properties, beach, traffic.  

• John Santa Maria – 10551 Lakeshore Drive 
o Opposes STR Overlay rezoning of 10615 Lakeshore, noting impact on noise, 

traffic, beach access, and septic system.  
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
• Michael Podein – 10569 Lakeshore Drive 

o Opposes rezoning of 10615 Lakeshore into the STR Overlay Zone. 
o Opined that consideration would be spot-zoning 
o Raised concerns related to shared beach access 

• Judy Bregman – 17262 Sandgate Place 
o Opposes rezoning of 10615 Lakeshore into the STR Overlay Zone. 
o Noted restrictive covenants of the Dunes Subdivision and Poplar Dunes. 
o Shared negative experience with previous rentals at subject property. 
o Supported concerns related to shared beach access 

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Rezoning – Addition to STR Overlay – 10615 Lakeshore Drive 
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The Planning Commission noted the following points of discussion: 

• Conversation regarding the location of the private road and which properties that are 
entitled to utilize it.  

• Discussed whether to consider the subject property as part of a larger neighborhood, 
possible impact of a short term rental on adjacent properties.  

• Reviewed enforcement procedure for non-compliance with the rental ordinance.   

Motion by Frifeldt, supported by Reenders, to recommend the Township Board approve 
the rezoning application for 10615 Lakeshore Dr. to be included in the Short Term Rental 
Overlay Zone on the basis of the application meeting the standards of the Short Term 
Rental Ordinance. 
Which motion passed, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Frifeldt, Mesler, Reenders, Wilson and Wagenmaker 
Nays: Lemkuil, Taylor 
Absent: Cousins, Hesselsweet 

 
IX. REPORTS 

A. Staff Report  

• Provided notice of upcoming training opportunity.  
B. Commissioner Comments - None 

 
X. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS  

• Kelly Peterson – 13726 Forest Park Drive 
o Requests the Planning Commission review the chicken keeping ordinance to allow 

greater flexibility for property owners in subdivisions.  
o Cited other nearby municipalities that allow chicken keeping. 
o Opined on the benefits of chickens related to animal husbandry, urban and local 

agriculture, and sustainability. 
Commissioners were supportive of reviewing current language and considering a text 
amendment at a future meeting.  
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 6:53p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Cassandra Chaphalkar 
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Acting Recording Secretary 


