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 MEETING MINUTES 
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 21, 2024 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Cousins called the meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Planning Commission 
to order at 6:00pm. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Cousins, Frifeldt, Hesselsweet, Mesler, Reenders, and Wagenmaker 
Members absent: Lemkuil, Taylor  
Also present: Senior Planner Chaphalkar and Associate Planner Hill 
 
Without objection, Cousins instructed Hill to record the minutes. 
 

III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Without objection, the minutes of the October 7th, 2024, meeting were approved. 
 

V. CORRESPONDENCE – NONE 
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE 
 

VII. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A. Text Amendments- Various 
Cousins opened the public hearing at 6:02PM 
 
Chaphalkar introduced the subject through a memo dated October 17, 2024. 
 
There being no further comments, Cousins closed the public hearing at 6:03PM 
 

B. Accessory Building in the Front Yard- Therasse 
Cousins opened the public hearing at 6:03PM 
 
Hill introduced the subject through a memo dated October 17, 2024.  
 
Jesse McDowell, Project Manager from Blue Water Pools, was present to provide the 
following information:  

• New to the project, explained former staff member did not follow proper 
permitting procedures.  

• Described location of shed, cohesion with surrounding properties.  
 
There being no further comments, Cousins closed the public hearing at 6:05PM 
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VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

 
A. Text Amendments- Various 

Chaphalkar provided information through a memo dated October 17, 2024. 
 
Commissioners had the following points of discussion:  

• Discussed potential impact of religious uses, which are considered exempt from 
property taxes, on Industrial land.   

• Inquired regarding fire suppression in industrial style buildings. 

• Discussed impact of amendments on existing industrial properties.  
 

Motion by Wagenmaker, seconded by Reenders to recommend the Township Board 
approve the proposed zoning text amendment ordinance with draft date of 10/17/2024 
 
Which motion passed unanimously.  
 

B. Accessory Building in the Front Yard- Therasse 
 
Hill provided information through a memo dated October 17, 2024 
 
Commissioners noted the following points of discussion: 

• Expressed varying views on the monoslope roof, which is not cohesive with the 
pitched roof of the house.  

o Consensus to direct applicant to provide an example with a sloping 
overhang from the front of the shed to mimic the roof slope of the house.  

• Acknowledged that the after-the-fact nature of the permit does not absolve it from 
compliance with the SLU standards.  

• Discussed potential for a text amendment to allow small accessory buildings in 
waterfront yards administratively.  

 
Motion by Wagenmaker, seconded by Mesler to table the Special Land Use application, 
and direct the applicant to make the following revisions:  

1. Shall provide revised building elevations which shall incorporate a sloping roof 
overhang over the entrance of the shed, to mimic the pitch of the roof on the 
house.   

2. Shall provide revised compliant lighting fixture information.  
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 6:29pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
Harrison Hill 
Acting Recording Secretary 


