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 MEETING MINUTES 
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOVEMBER 18, 2024 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Cousins called the meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Planning Commission 
to order at 6:00pm. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Cousins, Frifeldt, Hesselsweet, Mesler, Reenders, Wagenmaker, Lemkuil, Taylor 
Members absent: None  
Also present: Senior Planner Chaphalkar and Associate Planner Hill 
 
Without objection, Cousins instructed Hill to record the minutes. 
 

III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Without objection, the minutes of the October 21st, 2024, meeting were approved. 
 

V. CORRESPONDENCE – NONE 
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE 
 

VII. PUBLIC HEARING - NONE 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Accessory Building in the Front Yard- Therasse 
 
Motion by Reenders, seconded by Hesselsweet, to remove the application from the table.  
 
Hill provided information through a memo dated November 14, 2024 
 
Commissioners noted the following points of discussion: 

• Discussed how even though the roof pitches of the house and accessory building 
were different, using the house pitch could ruin the aesthetics of the accessory 
building. 

• Offered differing opinions on whether just the addition to the roof was enough to 
meet Zoning Ordinance standards. 
 

Motion by Wagenmaker, seconded by Mesler, to conditionally approve the Special 
Land Use application. Approval is conditioned by the following: 

1. Shall provide revised compliant lighting fixture information.  
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2. Shall construct a 24” roof overhang addition onto the existing accessory building. 
X. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Text Amendments- Accessory Buildings, Landscape Size, Loading Bay Doors, etc. 
Chaphalkar gave information from a memo dated November 14, 2024 
Commissioners noted the following points of discussion: 
#1: Accessory Building in a Waterfront Yard 

• Clarified that the standard should be tied to building code square footage 
allowances for accessory buildings without a building permit.  

• Discussed what type of aesthetic requirements should be imposed.  

• Noted that aesthetics of accessory building should match house aesthetics. 
#2: Loading Bay Doors 

• Discussed the implications of revising the existing language.  

• Confirmed screening of loading doors in side yards was already a requirement.  

• Advised staff to keep existing language.  
#3: Define Contractor Establishment and Revise Service Establishment Definition 

• Discussed impact of proposed revision.  

• Generally agreed with change in language. 
#4: Revise Mechanical Equipment Screening 

• Noted that they welcomed the flexibility of language change. 

#5: Revise Landscape Size Standards for Spreading Shrubs 

• Agreed with language change.  
Motion by Taylor, seconded by Lemkuil, to direct staff to work with the Township Attorney to 
review the proposed text amendments and schedule a public hearing for the proposed zoning text 
amendment ordinance concerning the following amendments: #1, #3, #4, and #5. 
XI.       STAFF REPORT 

Chaphalkar provided a brief summary of upcoming agenda items.  
XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 6:40pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Harrison Hill 
Acting Recording Secretary 


