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 MEETING MINUTES 

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

JULY 21, 2025  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER   

Cousins called the meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Planning Commission to 

order at 6:00pm. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Frifeldt, Lemkuil, Loftis, Reenders, Mesler, Hesselsweet, Wagenmaker, Cousins, 

and Taylor 

Member Absent: None 

Also present: Senior Planner Chaphalkar, Associate Planner Hill, and Assistant Manager 

Sherwood 

 

Without objection, Cousins instructed Hill to record the minutes. 

 

III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Loftis requested a revision to an error on his vote regarding Special Land Use- 

Major Vehicle Sales- EuroAsian Autocare. 

With revisions made, the minutes of the July 07th , 2025, meeting were approved. 

 

V. CORRESPONDENCE – NONE 

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE 

 

VII. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. Zoning Text Amendment - Various 

  

 The public hearing was opened at 6:03PM 

 

 Chaphalkar gave an overview of the project from a memo dated July 13th.  

 

 Darnella Wright of 11664 Garnsey Ave provided the following public comments: 

  

• Discussed the current definition of a fence in the zoning ordinance, the proposed 

change to the definition, and the definition of a fence in the building code.  

• Opined that privacy screens should not be defined as a fence.  

• Claimed that an opinion given by the Township Attorney about fences was incorrect.  

• Asked why the Township was regulating fences. 

• Asked why there was a 6ft height limit on fences. 

 

 The public hearing was closed at 6:12PM 
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IX. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Zoning Text Amendments- Various 

Commissioners had the following points of discussion: 

• Asked if we had discussed fence issue with the Attorney 

o Chaphalkar stated that the issue had been brought before the Attorney and 

gave an overview of the response from the Attorney.  

• Asked if the height requirement could be changed or worked around with grade taken 

into consideration.  

• Asked how far away from the fence is the height measured.  

• Stated that there must be a logical limit to how tall a fence can be. 

• Questioned if the water utility requirement would impact locations for future 

development 

o Chaphalkar stated that it could, but most of the area where outdoor storage 

would occur would not be affected.  

Motion by Lemkuil, seconded by Loftis to recommend the Township Board approve 

the proposed zoning text amendment ordinance with draft date of 7/17/2025. 

Which motion passed unanimously. 

 

X. REPORTS—NONE 

XI. EXTENTED PUBLIC COMMENTS & QUESTIONS—NONE 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Harrison Hill 

Acting Recording Secretary 


