
Welcome to the electronic newsletter from
Grand Haven Charter Township!

Stay informed on what is happening in the township. This newsletter
will deliver up-to-date information including upcoming meetings,

development news, Township services and more!

​You can always find more information on our website or Facebook.

 
WINTER TAX MILLAGE RATES

The Township Board held the Truth-in-Taxation hearing on September 8th for
the Township Winter property taxes, which are mailed each December.
The 2025 approved property tax rates for Township governmental services as
compared to the 2024 approved rates are listed in the table below:

The 2025 Township property tax rate of 5.8044 mills is a reduction↓ of 0.1637
mills (or about 2.8%) over the 2024 rate.

 
HWA TREATMENT TRAINING

Township Parks staff attended Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) treatment
training led by the Ottawa and Muskegon Conservation Districts and the
Michigan Department of Natural Recourses. (HWA is an invasive insect from
east Asia that sucks the sap from Hemlocks and has no natural predators.) The

https://www.ghtmi.gov
http://www.facebook.com/GHTownship
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=ea87f32a-0665-4a08-a3af-c2aee9e03599


session was held at the Township Fire and Rescue station and Hofma Park and
Preserve.

As part of the training, two trees were tagged and treated using an injection
method, while a smaller tree was treated with a basal bark spray. Both methods
will be used on the project to protect Hofma Park′s Hemlock trees.
The Ottawa Conservation District will launch the HWA survey and treatment
project at Hofma Park and Preserve, this November, to address this invasive
insect species and protect these Hemlock trees. About $145k has been
budgeted across Fiscal Years 2025 and 2026 to complete the survey, tagging,
and treatment of all Hemlock trees in the park.

   
EGLE PERMIT - FERRIS STREET ROADSIDE

DITCH
Representatives from the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE) came to the Township to review
the Township′s proposed Ferris Street storm
water project – and agreed that the “roadside
ditch” was neither a stream (as EGLE
maintained) nor even a wetland (i.e., there
were no wetland plants or hydric soil indicators
in the ditch).

Staff have been working on this
“environmental issue” since February and the
Township had to hire an environmental
consultant to prove that this dry roadside
ditch was not a “cold water stream.”

That said, EGLE said it will take about two weeks to amend the EGLE permit for
the proposed storm water work.

At this stage, Township staff plan to bid this project to enclose this open ditch
as part of the much larger Ferris Street water main project with the bid
occurring this Fall and the construction occurring in the Spring of 2026.



  
LEAF DROP-OFF DATES

The Fall leaf collection dates for 2025 will be Monday, October 13th through
Sunday, November 16th. The operating hours are:  

Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: Noon – 6:00 p.m.

The drop-off location for leaves is 13300 168th Avenue – behind the Township
Public Services Building. The site only accepts leaves and grass clippings. No
wood, tree limbs or brush will be accepted.

 
STATE ASSESSING AUDIT - PERFECT RESULT

Grand Haven Charter Township
received a perfect Assessing Audit
from the State of Michigan.

The Public Act 660 Audit is completed
by the State Tax Commission every
five (5) years. And the Township met
each of the substantial and technical
compliance review items without
exception or mitigating comment.

Special kudos are offered to Assessing
Director Ashley Larrison on this
impressive accomplishment.

NOWS WATER TREATMENT PLANT -
OPERATIONAL LIMITATIONS

The NOWS Water Treatment Plant (WTP) completed a feasibility study in
response to concerns that the WTP will exceed 80% of daily demand treatment
and supply capacity within the next 5-years.

This is especially problematic because peak hour demand can be 50% higher↑
than daily demand and peak hour demand can stress the system if sufficient
storage is not available.

For the NOWS WTP, the peak hour demand typically occurs during the summer
months and is associated with lawn sprinkling.



In response to these concerns, a feasibility study was completed that examined
expanding storage at the NOWS WTP by expanding the clearwells from 7.65
million gallons to about 9.65 million gallons. (It should be noted that the NOWS
communities should also add additional elevated storage.)

The cost of this WTP expansion would be about $21 million (with some
additional improvements to the WTP adding an additional $11± million).

That said, there is an alternative. Specifically, the Grand Rapids Water
Treatment Plant has excess capacity and uses the same source water – i.e., Lake
Michigan. Ottawa County is in discussion with the Grand Rapids WTP and the
State of Michigan (EGLE) to determine if GR and NOWS water could be
intermingled – perhaps only seasonally – which would “save” the NOWS users
millions.

Again, this NOWS WTP review is a feasibility study, and no decision is
imminent.

 
 

LAKESHORE PATHWAY UPDATE
The Lakeshore bike path from
Little Pigeon Creek to Fillmore
Street was paved this week.

Over the next two weeks, the
contractor will be cleaning up the
right-of-way and finishing
concrete work (i.e., ADA
detectable warning plates and
driveways). 

 
 

SEWER AUTHORITY - FEASIBILITY STUDY
Currently, the Sewer Authority Wastewater Treatment Plant land applies the
“sludge” that remains after the treatment of sanitary sewer waste. This biosolid
is normally applied to agricultural land.

However, the regulatory environment is changing, and the State of Michigan
could eliminate land application as an option for sewer plants (e.g., the State of
Maine eliminated the land application of sludge without providing any transition
period). Or the cost of land application could dramatically increase (i.e., about
double) making land application no longer economically viable.



In response, the Sewer Authority is examining alternatives to land application
of the “sludge” byproduct – all of which will require a “Biosolids Dyer”
constructed either locally or built as a regionally drying facility that is shared
with the other sewage treatment plants.

A feasibility study was recently completed on constructing a “local” Biosolids
Dryer System – with an estimated cost of about $11 million.

At this stage, no decisions by the Sewer Authority Board needs to be made –
but the Sewer Authority is prepared to move into the “preliminary engineering”
stage should either the regulatory or market economics change suddenly.

 
 

​Township Questions?
If you have specific questions about Township operations, please send an email

to bcargo@ghtmi.gov .
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