Welcome to the electronic newsletter from
Grand Haven Charter Township!

Stay informed on what is happening in the township. This newsletter
will deliver up-to-date information including upcoming meetings,

development news, Township services and more!

You can always find more information on our website or Facebook.

NOVEMBER 2025

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP

FISCAL YEAR 2026 BUDGET

The Township Board held a “Truth-in-Budgeting”
hearing on the 2026 budget on Monday,
November 24th and afterwards adopted the
$19.89 million budget. Some of the highlights
include the following:
e $1.89 million will be spent to support the
operations of the Fire/Rescue Department,

which is expected to respond to about
1,650 emergency runs during 2026.

e $691k will be spent to supplement the work of the Ottawa County
Sheriff's Department, paying for a portion of five (5) deputies that work
exclusively within the Township.

e $1.65 million for transportation activities, including:

e $645k for Harbor Transit on-demand bus service.

e $970k to supplement the work of the Road Commission and re-
surface certain subdivision streets.

e $36k for three dust control treatments on gravel roads.

e $1.57 million for maintenance of the 40 miles of pathways, sidewalks, and
boardwalks, which includes:

e $580k to resurface the Ferris Street pathway from Lakeshore Drive
to US-31 (which includes replacing the retaining wall along the hill
near the high school).



https://www.ghtmi.gov
http://www.facebook.com/GHTownship
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=a972da5b-77ed-4fbf-b5fc-30ecb8be5520

e $324k to resurface the Ferris Street pathway from Acacia Drive to
152nd Avenue.
$991k will be allocated to maintain the Township parks.
$220k to maintain and operate the Township's two cemeteries.
$137k for street lighting.
$167k for storm drain maintenance.
$1.02 million to operate the sanitary sewer system including $344k to
treat an estimated 120 million gallons of sewage and $100k to add back-
up generators to the US-31/M-45 lift station.
e $4.03 million to operate the water distribution system including:

e $1.02 million to purchase 850 million gallons of potable water.
e $890k to complete a water main "loop" along Ferris Street from
160th Avenue to just east of Hidden Creek Drive.
e $484k for the operation and maintenance of the Township’s Information
Technology (IT) system, which includes:
e Software & License fees = $132k (about 20.8%)
® Capital Outlay costs = $165k (about 26.0%)
e Support & Contracted Services = $282k (about 44.6%)
® Equipment Purchases = $ 25k (about 3.9%)
e Internet & Communications = $ 30k (about 4.7%)
e $2.06 million for debt payments on outstanding bonds. (Bonds are
substantially similar to a mortgage loan on a home.)

PATHWAY PLOWING

The Township will be snow plowing
the pathways throughout the winter.

For residents that live along these
pathways, the Township requests that
you place a visible marker at the edge
of the pathway where your property
meets the path. Also mark your
sprinkler heads, landscaping, and
other items along the path, as a
precaution.

Keep in mind, this marker must be
visible during a snowstorm.

If you are unable to do the marking
yourself, please contact the Township
at 616.604.6325 and staff can
schedule a time to meet with you and
identify the items that you would like
to have marked.




PFAS SETTLEMENT & NOWS

The North Ottawa Water Treatment
System (NOWS) is the beneficiary of a
class-action settlement with 3M and
Dupont regarding a firefighting foam
chemical that contained PFAS and
contaminated municipal water sources
—including water that flows into the
water source of the NOWS treatment
facility — i.e., the Grand River and Lake
Michigan.

,ASE

Specifically, NOWS is expected to
receive about $3.6 million before
2033 — and has already received about
$2.53 million.

These monies have been set aside in a Reserve Fund and will likely be used to
offset future regulatory and/or expansion costs of the aging NOWS water
treatment plant and/or the intake facilities.

A similar class action lawsuit is currently pending with BASF and Tyco that could
result in additional settlement monies for NOWS.

HARBOR TRANSIT - SLU APPROVED:

The Township Planning Commission approved the Special Land Use (SLU)
application by Harbor Transit to construct a new 47,700 square foot facility on
the 30-acre parcel between Walmart to the north and Aldi & Speedway to the
south.

Habor Transit was awarded Federal grant monies to assist in the cost of
developing this new operational center, which is needed due to the increased
demand for services in the Tri-Cities Area.

The proposed facility will consist of 20,000 square feet of space for staff offices
and maintenance and a 27,700 square foot vehicle bay for bus storage.
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FERRIS STREET BID OPENING

The Township received a total of eleven (11) bids for the Ferris Street Water
Main and DDA Strom Sewer Project — which will start in the Spring of 2026.

The low bid came in from Schmidt Brothers Excavating at $920k — which is
about $330k (or 26%) below ! the engineer's cost estimate of $1.25 million.
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S Sewer Enclosure
7 —

It should be noted that the pathway along this watermain project will be
replaced as part of the project.

Township Questions?
If you have specific questions about Township operations, please send an email
to bcargo@ghtmi.gov .

(616) 842-5988 | info@ghtmi.gov | www.ghtmi.gov

STAY CONNECTED
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