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August 30, 2021 
 
 

 

The differences between the WWAT registration and the withdrawal installed under the 
registrations are the following: 
 
Authorized pump capacity: 400 gallons per minute (gpm)/Installed pump capacity: 375 gpm. 
Authorized depth of casing: 30 feet/Installed depth of casing: 25 feet. 
 
EGLE re-ran the WWAT with the corrected information from your installed withdrawal, 
and the results passed the assessment process. Please contact EGLE as soon as you 
or your representative become aware of differences or potential differences between a 
WWAT registration and the installed withdrawal. This is also true if your water use 
exceeds the authorized annual volume. With the pump capacity provided, your annual 
allotted use from this withdrawal is 19,638,000 gallons per year. 
 
The revised registration is enclosed, which corrects the erroneous information and 
corrects this matter.  
 
Please note that MCL 324.32707 requires you to report your water use from this well 
annually. MCL 324.32708 allows agricultural water users to report their annual water 
use to the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) by 
April 1 of the following year. For more information contact Ms. Abby Eaton at 
517-284-5612, or EatonA@Michigan.gov, or visit www.michigan.gov/waterusereporting. 
 
I am available to assist you in running the WWAT in the future if it would be helpful. 
Please contact me at 517-881-7604; GothbergC@Michigan.gov; or EGLE, 
P.O. Box 30458, Lansing, Michigan 48909-7958, if you have questions regarding this 
letter or on other withdrawals you operate or own. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Christopher Gothberg 
Water Use Assessment Unit 
Permits Section 
Water Resources Division 

 
Enclosures 
 
cc/enc:  Dewind Wells & Dewatering (electronic) 
 Ottawa County Environmental Health (electronic) 
 Ms. Abby Eaton, MDARD (electronic) 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fwaterusereporting&data=02%7C01%7CArnettH2%40michigan.gov%7C2c739d1510304457ebb208d79912a580%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637146177665848928&sdata=nkDc1m%2FjgX1Vp410%2FiiOtNXF%2Ff%2FOutORLYIC881Fxus%3D&reserved=0

































 


 























 



     

    





















  



        







         

       





        







       

















 












 

  

  



 










 

    

    







 












 

  



 










 

    



 















 

    







 




















 

  













 
 


 


 

 










 
 
 



























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Grand Haven Charter Township 
13300 168th Avenue • Grand Haven, MI 49417 

11/4/2025 

 

To: Grand Haven Charter Township Board of Trustees 

From: Mark Reenders, Township Supervisor 

Subject: Immediate Local Actions to Protect Groundwater and Ensure Safe Drinking Water 

for Township Residents 

Background 

The Township has received the October 29, 2025 report from Lakeshore Environmental, 

Inc. (LEI) titled “Evaluation of Low Groundwater Conditions.” The report concludes that 

groundwater withdrawals associated with American Dunes Golf Club have materially 

lowered groundwater elevations, degraded residential well quality, and are inconsistent 

with Michigan’s Reasonable Use Doctrine. 

 

Multiple properties along Warner Street, Lincoln Street, and 168th Avenue are now 

experiencing well failures, increased iron and tannin concentrations, and long-term 

drawdown within the shallow sand aquifer. While portions of this matter fall under EGLE’s 

jurisdiction, the Township has clear local authority to take immediate steps to protect our 

residents’ access to safe drinking water. 

Purpose 

This letter outlines immediate, enforceable actions that Grand Haven Charter Township can 

take under its own authority—without delay or reliance on state enforcement—to stabilize 

groundwater levels and provide relief to impacted residents. 

Immediate Local Actions (Under Township Police Powers – MCL § 41.181) 

1️ Groundwater Protection & Drought Restriction Ordinance 

Authority: MCL § 41.181 – Township Police Power 

Purpose: Regulate non-essential groundwater use during drought and protect aquifer 

stability. 

 

- Adopt a Groundwater Protection & Drought Restriction Ordinance modeled on Lakeshore 

Environmental’s Recommendation #1. 

- Activate restrictions automatically during D2 (Severe Drought) conditions as defined by 

the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

- Prohibit non-essential irrigation, pond filling, or decorative water use during restricted 
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stages. 

- Establish penalties for violation (civil infraction, escalating fines). 

MCL 324.32726 prohibits local units of government from enacting/enforcing an ordinance 

that regulates a large quantity withdrawal (wells with a withdrawal capacity of more than 

100,000 gallons per day), unless the  local unit of government is exercising authority under 

the public health code, MCL 333.1101 to 333.25211. The Township does not exercise 

authority under the Public Health Code, relating to private wells, since this is done at the 

County level. MCL 324.32726 would prohibit what is being suggested here.  

2️ Township & County Groundwater Monitoring Program 

Authority: MCL § 41.181, Environmental Protection Powers 

Purpose: Establish a permanent baseline and track long-term aquifer trends. 

 

- Manage existing Lakeshore Environmental piezometers (PZ-1 through PZ-4, or equivalent) 

as a Township Observation Network. 

- Record quarterly readings (depth to water table). 

- Require annual reporting and public posting of results on the Township website. 

- Coordinate with the Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner (OCWRC) for data 

QA/QC and integration into countywide hydrographs. 

Large quantity withdrawals report withdrawal amounts annually to EGLE. See also MCL 

324.32726, prohibiting the township from adopting on ordinance that would  regulate a large 

quantity withdrawal by imposing new reporting requirements.  

3️ Municipal Water Expansion Plan 

Authority: MCL § 41.721 et seq. – Township Utility Powers 

Purpose: Provide a reliable long-term supply for affected residents. 

 

- Partner with Ottawa County Public Utilities to design a water main loop serving Warner 

Street, Lincoln Street, and Golf Course Estates Drive. 

- Conduct feasibility, cost, and phasing analysis within 60 days. 

- Form a Special Assessment District (SAD) to fund infrastructure. 

- Seek state or county cost-sharing grants for remaining capital expenses. 

The Public Utilities Department of the Ottawa County Road Commission would not be 

involved in any Special Assessment District, preliminary engineering, or construction cost 

estimates.   

Rather, if directed by the Township Board, this would be completed by staff working with – 

Prein & Newhof.  For example, staff recently provided an SAD cost estimate of $348,000 to 

residents to extend municipal water 1,520 feet along Golf Course Estates Drive.  
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4️ Local Remediation Agreement with American Dunes 

Authority: Township Land-Use & Development Approval Powers 

Purpose: Secure direct mitigation from the identified groundwater stressor. 

 

- Negotiate a Local Remediation Agreement requiring American Dunes to: 

  • Reduce groundwater withdrawals, or 

  • Connect irrigation to the municipal water system, and 

- Condition continued operational approvals, zoning, or permits on compliance. 

- Use this agreement as a non-litigious settlement path that avoids civil court action. 

Likely to be limited by MCL 324.32725. See also, MCL 324.31701, et seq., for the groundwater 

dispute resolution program for limits EGLE or MDARD could place on high-capacity wells if 

those wells are damaging small capacity wells. 

5️ Local Dewatering Permit / Notification Requirement 

Authority: Building & Construction Code Amendments (MCL § 41.181) 

Purpose: Prevent unmonitored groundwater discharge and protect drains. 

 

- Amend the Township code to require a permit or formal notice for any construction or 

maintenance project that pumps greater than an average of 100,000 GPD (continuous 70 

GPM) for more than five days. 

- Include inspection and reporting provisions. 

- Provide notice prior to dewatering to the OCWRC for coordination when discharge enters 

a public drain. 

Almost certainly  prohibited by MCL 324.32726. 

6️ Public Communication & Complaint Documentation 

Authority: Township Administrative Powers 

Purpose: Ensure resident engagement and strengthen future EGLE filings. 

 

- Establish a Township Well Complaint Registry—web form and printable version. 

- Log well failures, low yields, or water-quality changes (iron, odor, color). 

- Summarize quarterly and transmit to EGLE and Ottawa County as supporting 

documentation for any Part 327 complaint.  

Could also be done for a Part 317 complaint, relating to Aquifer Protection and Dispute 

resolution.  

Conclusion 

Protecting safe and sustainable drinking water is a core responsibility of this Township. The 

Lakeshore Environmental report confirms that the American Dunes withdrawals are a 

contributing factor to aquifer decline and water quality degradation. We have the legal 

authority and the moral obligation to act now. 
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I recommend the Board authorize immediate drafting of the Groundwater Protection & 

Drought Restriction Ordinance, commission the municipal water feasibility study, and 

direct staff to engage with Ottawa County and American Dunes to implement these 

measures as soon as possible. 

In addition to the groundwater withdrawal concerns detailed in the Lakeshore 

Environmental report, several residents have reported the possible presence of buried 

debris or outbuilding materials in proximity to the American Dunes property. 

While this issue was not part of the scope of the October 2025 LEI investigation, the 

Township will request a follow-up site evaluation to determine whether any buried 

materials could pose a threat to groundwater quality or surface drainage. 

The Township will coordinate with EGLE’s Materials Management and Remediation 

Divisions and, if warranted, authorize limited soil and groundwater screening to document 

any potential contamination. 

Findings will be incorporated into the ongoing groundwater monitoring program to ensure 

a complete understanding of site conditions. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Mark Reenders 

Supervisor, Grand Haven Charter Township 

cc: Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner (Joe Bush) 

Lakeshore Environmental, Inc. (Kurt Koella, CPG) 



 
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
2026 MEETING DATES 

 
 
 

Monday, January 12, 2026 
Monday, January 26, 2026 
Monday, February 9, 2026 
Monday, February 23, 2026 
Monday, March 9, 2026 
Monday, March 23, 2026 
Monday, April 13, 2026 
Monday, April 27, 2026 
Monday, May 11, 2026 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026 
Monday, June 8, 2026 
Monday, June 22, 2026 

Monday, July 13, 2026 
Monday, July 27, 2026 
Monday, August 10, 2026 
Monday, August 24, 2026 
Tuesday, September 7, 2026 
Monday, September 21, 2026 
Monday, October 12, 2026 
Monday, October 26, 2026 
Monday, November 9, 2026 
Monday, November 23, 2026 
Monday, December 14, 2026 

 
 
 
All meetings will be held at the Township Hall, 13300 168th Avenue, Grand Haven.  Work sessions 
begin at 6:00 p.m. and the regular meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. The agenda and associated 
documents can be found online at www.ghtmi,gov.   
 
The Charter Township of Grand Haven will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being 
considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon seven (7) 
business days’ notice to the Charter Township of Grand Haven. Individuals with disabilities 
requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Grand Haven by 
writing or calling the following: 
 

HR Director 
13300 168th Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 
(616) 842-5988 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  MEMO
 DATE: December 4, 2025 

TO: Township Board 

FROM: Cargo and Sandoval 

SUBJECT: Final FY2025 Budget Amendments 

Attached, please find the proposed final budget amendments for FY2025 and the resolution 

necessary to adopt the changes.  

In brief, the changes are mostly to the positive with no problems or concerns. 

1) The General Fund revenues are increased↑ by over $140k mostly due to increased building

permit fees.

The General Fund expenditures increased↑ are by about $58k, mostly due to increased costs

associated with electrical and mechanical inspections related to increased activity and higher

than anticipated maintenance activity at the parks.

The undesignated fund balance of the General Fund is expected to be about $2.40 million.

This is considered a very robust and healthy fund balance and exceeds the Township′s Fund

Balance policy for the General Fund.

2) The Municipal Street Fund revenues are decreased↓ by $2k mostly due to slightly lower than

estimated interest income.

At the same time, Municipal Street Fund expenditures decreased↓ are by about $85k, due to

street paving contracts with the Ottawa County Road Commission being under budget.

The projected fund balance of the Municipal Street Fund is expected to be about $188k. This

will allow for additional street maintenance work in FY2026 above what is included in the

budget.

3) The Fire/Rescue Fund revenues are increased↑ by about $8k, mostly due interest income,

while expenditures are increased↑ by about $21k, which is mostly higher than anticipated

emergency responses and the associated labor costs.
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The fund balance of the Fire/Rescue Fund is projected to be about $1.99 million after the 

budget amendments are adopted. 

4) The Police Services Fund revenues are increased↑ by about $3k because of interest income.

At the same time, expenditures decreased↓ are by about $38k, due to the contract for the

traffic car being vacant for a couple of months.

The fund balance of the Police Services Fund is expected to be almost $196k after the budget

amendments are adopted.

5) The DDA Fund revenues are increased↑ by almost $52k due to interest income and the state

PPT reimbursements being higher than anticipated.

The fund balance of the DDA Fund is projected to be about $3.90 million after the budget

amendments are adopted.

6) The Fire Station Debt Fund revenues increased↑ by about $5k due to interest income being

above↑ estimates.

The fund balance of the Fire Station Debt Fund is expected to be about $362k after the

budget amendments are adopted.

7) The Pathway Fund revenues increased↑ by about $8k due to interest income being higher↑

than anticipated.

At the same time, expenditures increased↑ are by about $9k due a requirement for additional

“gravel base” being needed on the Lakeshore pathway project.

The fund balance of the Pathway Fund is expected to be over $390k after the budget

amendments are adopted.

8) Sewer Fund revenues are increased↑ by about $18k because higher than anticipated utility

sales.

Sewer Fund expenditures are increased↑ by about $73k mostly related to higher than

expected treatment costs and unexpected maintenance costs of the main lift station at 168th

Avenue and Hayes Street.

The cash reserves of the Sewer Fund will be an estimated $1.23 million after the budget

amendments are adopted.

9) The Water Fund revenues are increased↑ by about $59k mostly due to interest income and a

rebate from NOWS.
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At the same time, expenditures are increased↑ by about $174k due to additional water 

purchases needed from the NOWS water treatment plant (i.e., residents irrigating lawns 

during the drought). 

 

The cash reserves of the Water Fund will be an estimated $5.53 million after the budget 

amendments are adopted. These monies will be used, in part, to fund the “loop” of the Grand 

Rapids water system in 2027. 

 

10) OPEB Fund expenditures are decreased↓ by $4k because of a retired fire fighter turning 65 

and moving onto Medicare. 

 

The fund balance of the OPEB Fund will be about $215k after the budget amendments are 

adopted.  

 

 

 If the Board supports the proposed budget amendments, the following motion may be 

offered: 

 

Move to adopt Resolution 25-12-01 that adopts the final budget 

amendments for fiscal year 2025. 

 

 If you have any questions or comments, please contact either Cargo or Sandoval at your 

convenience. 





RESOLUTION NO. 25-12-01 

WHEREAS, Grand Haven Charter Township has formally adopted the 2025 fiscal year 

budget; 

WHEREAS, the Grand Haven Charter Township Board of Trustees have determined that the 

proposed attached amendments to this budget are necessary to comply with the requirements of the 

State of Michigan and to respond to changes that have occurred since the budget was adopted in 

October of 2024; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Grand Haven 

Charter Township determines: 

SECTION 1: 

This resolution shall be known as the Grand Haven Charter Township 2025 Final Budget 

Amendments. 

SECTION 2: 

The list of attached amendments to the 2025 fiscal year budget are found to be acceptable and are 

adopted by the Board. 

SECTION 3: 

Motion made by ___________________ and seconded by ________________ to adopt the 

foregoing resolution upon the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING:  

RESOLUTION DECLARED: ADOPTED. 

The motion carried and the resolution was duly adopted on December 8, 2025. 

Laurie Larsen, Township Clerk 

Dated: December 8, 2025 





From To     + or (-)
General Fund Revenues 

445.000 Property Taxes - Interest & Penalties 15,250 7,000 (8,250)
447.000 Property Taxes - Admin Fee 327,450 346,450 19,000
477.000 Franchise Fees 211,470 196,470 (15,000)
569.000 State Grants - Other 0 590 590
613.000 Planning/Board of Appeals Fees 7,000 9,000 2,000
615.000 Cemetery Grave Opening Fees 31,000 33,000 2,000
616.000 Cemetery Lots Sales/Transfers 30,000 35,000 5,000
627.000 Building Permit Fees (Gracious Grounds) 310,000 415,000 105,000
627.500 Rental Inspection Fees 54,650 65,650 11,000
628.000 Electrical Permit Fees 60,000 65,000 5,000
630.000 Mechanical Permit Fees 73,000 85,000 12,000
651.000 Boat Launch Fees 27,000 29,100 2,100

TOTAL GENERAL FUND REVENUE 5,337,260 5,477,700 140,440

Dept. Group 101- Legislative
801.000 Legal & Professional Fees 75,600 55,600 (20,000)
826.000 Property & Liability Insurance 22,950 21,450 (1,500)
880.000 Economic Development Contract 5,000 0 (5,000)
885.000 Community Promotion 14,300 19,300 5,000

Total 202,550 181,050 (21,500)

Dept. Group 172- Administration
702.000 Salaries (Admin/Deputy Clerk-Retirement) 203,060 223,810 20,750
715.000 FICA 27,350 29,950 2,600
718.000 Pension 41,430 42,430 1,000

Total 494,740 519,090 24,350

Dept. Group 191 - Finance
719.000 Health Insurance 41,220 39,420 (1,800)
801.001 Bank Fees 10,600 12,400 1,800

Total 355,070 355,070 0

Dept. Group 215 - Clerk
727.000 Office Supplies 1,800 2,300 500
802.000 Conferences, Dues & Subs 3,350 2,850 (500)

Total 42,770 42,770 0

Dept. Group 253 - Treasurer
702.000 Salaries 34,190 34,790 600
719.000 Health Insurance 3,130 2,530 (600)
727.000 Office Supplies & Postage 7,000 8,400 1,400
802.000 Conferences, Dues & Subs 2,650 1,250 (1,400)

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

GENERAL FUND
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

GENERAL FUND
December 8, 2025

Total 57,360 57,360 0

Dept. Group 265 - Building & Grounds
719.000 Health Insurance 6,660 8,210 1,550
719.100 Dental Insurance 430 530 100
801.000 Legal & Professional Fees 500 1,010 510
923.000 Water Expense 4,000 4,800 800
930.000 Maint & Repairs - B&G (Air conditioner - IT room) 34,900 49,000 14,100
971.000 Capital Outlay (Admin roof credit) 240,000 230,000 (10,000)

Total 409,230 416,290 7,060

Dept. Group 371 - Community Development
719.000 Health Insurance 73,450 70,950 (2,500)
806.000 Electrical Inspections 44,400 53,900 9,500
807.100 Mechanical Inspections 56,760 63,760 7,000

Total 827,560 841,560 14,000

Dept. Group 567 - Cemetery
719.000 Health Insurance 35,050 33,050 (2,000)
921.000 Electric 2,000 2,900 900
923.000 Water Expense 9,000 10,500 1,500
930.000 Maint & Repairs of B&G 12,100 13,100 1,000
931.000 Fertilizer Expense 10,300 8,900 (1,400)

Total 213,400 213,400 0

Dept. Group 751 - Parks and Recreation
702.000 Salaries (Seasonal workers) 241,040 257,440 16,400
715.000 FICA 18,660 19,270 610
718.000 Pension 17,390 15,390 (2,000)
721.000 Workers Comp Insurance 4,630 2,880 (1,750)
863.000 Fuel Expense 10,000 12,500 2,500
921.000 Electric Expense 13,000 15,500 2,500
923.000 Water Expense 14,000 16,500 2,500
930.000 Maint & Repair of B&G (Irrigation Pump @ SHP) 51,600 77,600 26,000
931.000 Fertilizer Expense 31,340 31,870 530

Total 804,160 838,190 34,030

TOTAL GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES 5,128,880 5,186,820 57,940

GENERAL FUND - FUND BALANCE:
Fund Balance (From 2024 Financial Audit) 3,613,616

2025 Revenue 5,337,260



From To     + or (-)

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

GENERAL FUND
December 8, 2025

Total Revenue budget amendments 140,440
2025 Amended Revenue 5,477,700

2025 Expenditures 5,128,880
Total Expense budget amendments 57,940
2025 Amended Expenditures 5,186,820

Net Budget Amendments 82,500

Projected Total Fund Balance - 12/31/25 3,904,496

Projecected Undesignated Fund Balance - 12/31/25 2,404,496
Projecected Designated Fund Balance - 12/31/25 1,500,000

Undesignated Fund Balance as a % of General Fund Expenditures 46.36%



From To     + or (-)
Road Fund Revenues 

569.000 State Grants - Other 0 520 520
614.000 Various Fees 3,500 3,730 230
665.000 Interest Income 18,000 15,000 (3,000)

TOTAL FUND REVENUE 1,179,420 1,177,170 (2,250)

Dept. Group 446  - Road Construction 
873.400 Street Paving 640,000 555,000 (85,000)

TOTAL FUND EXPENDITURES 1,294,630 1,209,630 (85,000)

ROAD FUND - FUND BALANCE:
Fund Balance (From 2024 Financial Audit) 221,231

2025 Revenue 1,179,420
Total revenue budget amendments (2,250)
2025 Amended Revenue 1,177,170

2025 Expenditures 1,294,630
Total expense budget amendments (85,000)
2025 Amended Expenditures 1,209,630

Net Budget Amendments 82,750

Projected Total Fund Balance - 12/31/25 188,771

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

ROAD FUND
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
Fire Fund Revenues 

402.000 Property Taxes - Real 1,933,850 1,929,000 (4,850)
569.000 State Grants - Other 0 1,040 1,040
636.000 Charges for Services 5,000 7,600 2,600
665.000 Interest Income 73,400 80,400 7,000
676.000 Reimbursements 1,000 1,770 770
685.000 Opioid Settlement Revenue 2,400 4,160 1,760

TOTAL FIRE/RESCUE FUND REVENUE 2,402,060 2,410,380 8,320

Dept. Group 336 - Fire/Rescue Department 
702.000 Salaries 696,270 731,270 35,000
702.100 Overtime 36,500 26,500 (10,000)
702.300 Standby Salaries 71,770 81,770 10,000
705.100 Part-time Training 50,790 55,790 5,000
715.000 FICA 68,740 71,440 2,700
719.000 Health Insurance 121,310 113,310 (8,000)
719.100 Dental Insurance 10,300 9,900 (400)
721.000 Worker's Comp Insurance 22,620 17,620 (5,000)
730.000 Medical Supplies (Glide Scope) 10,500 14,500 4,000
732.000 Address Sign Supplies (No longer provide) 750 0 (750)
802.000 Conferences, Dues & Subs 39,370 29,370 (10,000)
802.500 Employee Tuition Reimbursement (No Requests) 4,000 0 (4,000)
863.000 Fuel Expense 13,750 10,750 (3,000)
921.000 Electric 21,000 32,000 11,000
923.000 Water Expense 3,500 5,000 1,500
936.000 Equipment Maintenance 4,250 5,750 1,500
956.000 Miscellaneous 14,750 10,750 (4,000)
965.000 Equipment Purchases 42,450 37,450 (5,000)

TOTAL FIRE DEPT. EXPENDITURES 1,771,000 1,791,550 20,550

FIRE DEPARTMENT FUND BALANCE:
Fund Balance (From 2024 Financial Audit) 1,375,842

2025 Revenue 2,402,060
Total revenue budget amendments 8,320
2025 Amended Revenue 2,410,380

2025 Expenditures 1,771,000
Total expense budget amendments 20,550
2025 Amended Expenditures 1,791,550

Net Budget Amendments (12,230)

Projected Total Fund Balance - 12/31/25 1,994,672

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

FIRE/RESCUE FUND
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
Police Services Revenues 

665.000 Interest Income 18,000 21,000 3,000
TOTAL FUND REVENUE 636,600 639,600 3,000

Dept. Group 301 - Police/Sheriff Expenditures 
803.000 Contracted Services (Down traffic car) 599,270 560,870 (38,400)

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 700,820 662,420 (38,400)

POLICE SERVICES FUND BALANCE:
Fund Balance (From 2024 Financial Audit) 218,923

2025 Revenue 636,600
Total revenue budget amendments 3,000
2025 Amended Revenue 639,600

2025 Expenditures 700,820
Total expense budget amendments (38,400)
2025 Amended Expenditures 662,420

Net Budget Amendments 41,400

Projected Total Fund Balance - 12/31/25 196,103

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

POLICE SERVICES
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
DDA Revenues 

665.000 Interest Income 110,800 140,800 30,000
676.000 Reimbursements 150,000 172,000 22,000

TOTAL FUND REVENUE 1,207,830 1,259,830 52,000

Dept. Group 000 - DDA Department (No changes)

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 440,910 440,910 0

DDA FUND BALANCE:
Fund Balance (From 2024 Financial Audit) 3,084,624

2025 Revenue 1,207,830
Total revenue budget amendments 52,000
2025 Amended Revenue 1,259,830

2025 Expenditures 440,910
Total expense budget amendments 0
2025 Amended Expenditures 440,910

Net Budget Amendments 52,000

Projected Total Fund Balance - 12/31/25 3,903,544

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
Fire Station Debt Revenues

569.000 State Grants - Other 0 500 500
665.000 Interest Income 21,400 26,400 5,000

TOTAL FUND REVENUE 1,048,400 1,053,900 5,500

Dept. Group 000 - Fire Station Debt Department (No changes)

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 866,700 866,700 0

FIRE STATION DEBT FUND BALANCE:
Fund Balance (From 2024 Financial Audit) 174,848

2025 Revenue 1,048,400
Total revenue budget amendments 5,500
2025 Amended Revenue 1,053,900

2025 Expenditures 866,700
Total expense budget amendments 0
2025 Amended Expenditures 866,700

Net Budget Amendments 5,500

Projected Total Fund Balance - 12/31/25 362,048

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

FIRE STATION DEBT
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
Pathway Revenues 

665.000 Interest Income 18,000 26,000 8,000
TOTAL FUND REVENUE 1,166,070 1,174,070 8,000

Dept. Group 000 - Pathway Department 
702.000 Salaries 95,800 65,800 (30,000)
715.000 FICA 7,670 5,670 (2,000)
718.000 Pension 9,360 6,860 (2,500)
719.000 Health Insurance 27,160 19,160 (8,000)
719.100 Dental Insurance 2,440 1,440 (1,000)
936.000 Equipment Maintenance 25,800 27,800 2,000
971.000 Capital Outlay (Change order for LSD NMP) 432,000 482,000 50,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1,079,980 1,088,480 8,500

PATHWAY FUND BALANCE:
Fund Balance (From 2024 Financial Audit) 304,771

2025 Revenue 1,166,070
Total revenue budget amendments 8,000
2025 Amended Revenue 1,174,070

2025 Expenditures 1,079,980
Total expense budget amendments 8,500
2025 Amended Expenditures 1,088,480

Net Budget Amendments (500)

Projected Total Fund Balance - 12/31/25 390,361

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

PATHWAY FUND
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
Sewer Fund Revenues

634.100 Trunkage Fees (Gracious Grounds to 2026) 135,390 90,390 (45,000)
642.000 Utility Sales 450,860 510,860 60,000
658.000 Late Charges 7,300 9,800 2,500

TOTAL SEWER FUND REVENUE 1,937,940 1,955,440 17,500

Dept. Group 590.537 - Sewer Fund 
702.000 Salaries 101,260 108,260 7,000
718.000 Pension 10,110 10,710 600
810.000 Wastewater Treatment 318,180 346,180 28,000
921.000 Electric 11,800 13,800 2,000
923.000 Water Expense 700 900 200
936.400 Lift Station Maintenance (168th and Hayes LS) 34,670 59,670 25,000
971.000 Capital Outlay (Conference Grounds Change Order) 966,300 976,300 10,000

TOTAL SEWER FUND EXPENDITURES 1,906,290 1,979,090 72,800

SEWER FUND CASH RESERVES:
Cash Reserves from 2024 Financial Audit 1,252,340

2025 Revenue 1,937,940
Total Revenue budget amendments 17,500
2025 Amended Revenue 1,955,440

2025 Expenditures 1,906,290
Total Expense budget amendments 72,800
2025 Amended Expenditures 1,979,090

Net Budget Amendments (55,300)

Projected  Unassigned Cash Reserves - 12/31/25 1,228,690

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

SEWER FUND
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
Water Fund Revenues 

632.000 Sale of Materials 20,000 26,000 6,000
634.000 Lateral Charges/Inspection Fees 93,000 98,000 5,000
665.000 Interest Income 165,400 190,400 25,000
676.000 Reimbursements (NOWS audit refund) 1,000 24,000 23,000

TOTAL WATER FUND REVENUE 3,815,940 3,874,940 59,000

Dept. Group 591.536 - Water Department 
702.000 Salaries 239,770 249,770 10,000
702.900 Salaries - Special Projects 14,480 0 (14,480)
719.000 Health Insurance 46,570 48,870 2,300
719.100 Dental Insurance 3,370 3,670 300
727.000 Office Supplies & Postage 11,000 12,000 1,000
803.000 Contracted Services 52,000 62,000 10,000
825.000 Water Purchases 892,960 1,057,960 165,000

TOTAL WATER FUND EXPENDITURES 3,438,740 3,612,860 174,120

WATER FUND CASH RESERVES:
Cash Reserves from 2024 Financial Audit 5,266,826

2025 Revenue 3,815,940
Total Revenue budget amendments 59,000
2025 Amended Revenue 3,874,940

2025 Expenditures 3,438,740
Total Expense budget amendments 174,120
2025 Amended Expenditures 3,612,860

Net Budget Amendments (115,120)

Projected  Unassigned Cash Reserves - 12/31/25 5,528,906

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

WATER FUND
December 8, 2025



From To     + or (-)
OPEB Revenues (No changes)

TOTAL FUND REVENUE 31,420 31,420 0

Dept. Group 000 - OPEB Department 
719.600 Retirement Health Care (Bruce Palm > 65) 33,680 29,680 (4,000)

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 34,160 30,160 (4,000)

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FUND BALANCE:
Cash Reserves from 2024 Financial Audit 213,538

2025 Revenue 31,420
Total revenue budget amendments 0
2025 Amended Revenue 31,420

2025 Expenditures 34,160
Total expense budget amendments (4,000)
2025 Amended Expenditures 30,160

Net Budget Amendments 4,000

Projected  Unassigned Cash Reserves - 12/31/25 214,798

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
          BUDGET AMENDMENTS & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS

  OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS
September 8, 2025
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Superintendent´s Memo 
 

DATE:  December 2, 2025 

 

TO:  Township Board 

 

FROM:  Cargo 

 

RE:  Franchise Agreement – Consumers Energy Company 

 

 

 

 Attached, please find a franchise ordinance that authorizes Consumers Energy Company 

to continue to operate within Grand Haven Charter Township and use the public rights-of-ways 

for another 30-year period. This ordinance will replace the current franchise ordinance (i.e., 

Ordinance No. 236) that expires in March. 

 

 As you are aware, townships do not own public roads within their municipal boundaries. 

However, townships do have significant authority over the public road rights-of-way. The state 

constitution and many statutory provisions require utilities to obtain a township′s permission to 

locate lines or other facilities within the public road rights-of-way (ROW). If a utility desires to 

serve any property within a township, that utility must obtain from the township a franchise to 

provide that service. 

 

 In brief, a franchise is a right or privilege granted by the township pursuant to 

constitutional and statutory authority to conduct or operate a public utility or business within the 

township. Such a right or privilege constitutes a contract inferring certain rights and imposing 

related duties.  

 

 That said, it is important to note that a Township′s authority regarding franchises is not 

absolute.  

 

 Michigan courts have made it clear that a township cannot unreasonably withhold 

consent from a utility that desires to operate within a township and utilize its rights-of-way. (For 

example, the Township does not have any authority under its franchise power to impact electric 

rates or service rules within the Township. The Michigan Public Service Commission retains the 

authority to fix and regulate the rates and service rules for Consumers Energy within the 

franchise area.) 

 

 Moreover, most utilities do not pay “franchise fees.”  However, they are responsible for 

all property taxes that are allowed under state law. (Currently, Consumers Energy pays about 
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$417k annually in property taxes on five parcels located in the Township – with about $55k of 

the total being retained by the Township.) 

 

 Please note that the proposed Franchise Ordinance with Consumers Energy has been 

reviewed by Attorney Redick who has no objections to the proposed ordinance as presented.  

 

 If the Board finds that the attached ordinance is sufficient, the following motion can be 

offered for the second reading (i.e., adoption) of the ordinance: 

 

Move to approve and adopt the proposed Consumers Energy franchise 

ordinance that will replace Ordinance No. 236. This is the second reading.  

 

 If there are any questions or comments, please contact me at your convenience. 
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ORDINANCE NO. __________ 

 

CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY ELECTRIC FRANCHISE ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE, granting to CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY, its successors 

and assigns, the right and authority to construct, maintain and commercially use electric 

lines and related facilities including but not limited to towers, masts, poles, crossarms, 

guys, wires and transformers on, under, along, and across public places including but not 

limited to highways, streets, alleys, bridges, and waterways, and to conduct a local 

electric business in the CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND HAVEN, OTTAWA 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty years. 

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND HAVEN ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1.  GRANT and TERM.  The CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND HAVEN, OTTAWA 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, hereafter called the “Charter Township,” hereby grants to Consumers Energy 

Company, its successors and assigns, hereinafter called “Consumers," the right and authority to construct, 

maintain and commercially use electric lines consisting of towers, masts, poles, crossarms, guys, wires and 

transformers on, under, along, and across public places including but not limited to highways, streets, alleys, 

bridges, and waterways, and to conduct a local electric business in the Charter Township, for a period of 

thirty years. 

 

SECTION 2. CONDITIONS.  No public place used by Consumers shall be obstructed longer than 

necessary during construction or repair, and shall be restored to the same order and condition as when work 

was commenced.  All of Consumers’ electric lines and related facilities shall be placed as not to 

unnecessarily interfere with the public’s use of public places.  Consumers shall have the right to trim or 

remove trees if necessary in the conducting of such business. 

 

SECTION 3. HOLD HARMLESS.  Consumers shall save the Charter Township free and harmless 

from all loss, costs and expense to which it may be subject by reason of the negligent construction and 

maintenance of the lines and related facilities hereby authorized.  In case any action is commenced against 

the Charter Township on account of the permission herein given, Consumers shall, upon notice, defend the 

Charter Township and its representatives and hold them harmless from all loss, costs and damage arising 

out of such negligent construction and maintenance. 

 

SECTION 4. EXTENSIONS.  Consumers shall construct and extend its electric distribution system 

within said Charter Township, and shall furnish electric service to applicants residing therein in accordance 

with applicable laws, rules and regulations. 

 

SECTION 5. FRANCHISE NOT EXCLUSIVE.  The rights, power and authority herein granted, are 

not exclusive. 

 

SECTION 6. RATES and CONDITIONS.  Consumers shall be entitled to provide electric service to 

the inhabitants of the Charter Township at the rates and pursuant to the conditions as approved by the 

Michigan Public Service Commission.  Such rates and conditions shall be subject to review and change 

upon petition to the Michigan Public Service Commission. 

 

SECTION 7. REVOCATION.  The franchise granted by this ordinance is subject to revocation upon 

sixty (60) days written notice by either party.  Upon revocation this ordinance shall be considered repealed 

and of no effect past, present or future. 
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SECTION 8. MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION JURISDICTION.  Consumers 

remains subject to the reasonable rules and regulations of the Michigan Public Service Commission 

applicable to electric service in the Charter Township and those rules and regulations preempt any term of 

any ordinance of the Charter Township to the contrary. 

 

SECTION 9. REPEALER.  This ordinance, when enacted, shall repeal and supersede the provisions 

of any previous Consumers’ electric franchise ordinance adopted by the Charter Township including any 

amendments. 

 

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This ordinance shall take effect on ______________________. 

 

We certify that the foregoing Franchise Ordinance was duly enacted by the Township Board of the Charter 

Township of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, Michigan, on the 8th day of December, 2025. 

 

 

 

 ________________________________________ 

 Mark Reenders, Township Supervisor 

Attest: 

 

 

 I, Laurie Larsen, Clerk of the Charter Township Of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, Michigan, do 

hereby certify that the ordinance granting Consumers Energy Company, an electric franchise, was properly 

adopted by the Township Board of the Charter Township Of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, Michigan, and 

that all proceedings were regular and in accordance with all legal requirements. 

 

 

 _______________________________________ 

 Laurie Larsen, Township Clerk 

 

Dated: December 8, 2025 
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ORDINANCE NO. __________ 

 

CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY ELECTRIC FRANCHISE ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE, granting to CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY, its successors 

and assigns, the right and authority to construct, maintain and commercially use electric 

lines and related facilities including but not limited to towers, masts, poles, crossarms, 

guys, wires and transformers on, under, along, and across public places including but not 

limited to highways, streets, alleys, bridges, and waterways, and to conduct a local 

electric business in the CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND HAVEN, OTTAWA 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty years. 

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND HAVEN ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1.  GRANT and TERM.  The CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND HAVEN, OTTAWA 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, hereafter called the “Charter Township,” hereby grants to Consumers Energy 

Company, its successors and assigns, hereinafter called “Consumers," the right and authority to construct, 

maintain and commercially use electric lines consisting of towers, masts, poles, crossarms, guys, wires and 

transformers on, under, along, and across public places including but not limited to highways, streets, alleys, 

bridges, and waterways, and to conduct a local electric business in the Charter Township, for a period of 

thirty years. 

 

SECTION 2. CONDITIONS.  No public place used by Consumers shall be obstructed longer than 

necessary during construction or repair, and shall be restored to the same order and condition as when work 

was commenced.  All of Consumers’ electric lines and related facilities shall be placed as not to 

unnecessarily interfere with the public’s use of public places.  Consumers shall have the right to trim or 

remove trees if necessary in the conducting of such business. 

 

SECTION 3. HOLD HARMLESS.  Consumers shall save the Charter Township free and harmless 

from all loss, costs and expense to which it may be subject by reason of the negligent construction and 

maintenance of the lines and related facilities hereby authorized.  In case any action is commenced against 

the Charter Township on account of the permission herein given, Consumers shall, upon notice, defend the 

Charter Township and its representatives and hold them harmless from all loss, costs and damage arising 

out of such negligent construction and maintenance. 

 

SECTION 4. EXTENSIONS.  Consumers shall construct and extend its electric distribution system 

within said Charter Township, and shall furnish electric service to applicants residing therein in accordance 

with applicable laws, rules and regulations. 

 

SECTION 5. FRANCHISE NOT EXCLUSIVE.  The rights, power and authority herein granted, are 

not exclusive. 

 

SECTION 6. RATES and CONDITIONS.  Consumers shall be entitled to provide electric service to 

the inhabitants of the Charter Township at the rates and pursuant to the conditions as approved by the 

Michigan Public Service Commission.  Such rates and conditions shall be subject to review and change 

upon petition to the Michigan Public Service Commission. 

 

SECTION 7. REVOCATION.  The franchise granted by this ordinance is subject to revocation upon 

sixty (60) days written notice by either party.  Upon revocation this ordinance shall be considered repealed 

and of no effect past, present or future. 
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SECTION 8. MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION JURISDICTION.  Consumers 

remains subject to the reasonable rules and regulations of the Michigan Public Service Commission 

applicable to electric service in the Charter Township and those rules and regulations preempt any term of 

any ordinance of the Charter Township to the contrary. 

 

SECTION 9. REPEALER.  This ordinance, when enacted, shall repeal and supersede the provisions 

of any previous Consumers’ electric franchise ordinance adopted by the Charter Township including any 

amendments. 

 

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This ordinance shall take effect on ______________________. 

 

We certify that the foregoing Franchise Ordinance was duly enacted by the Township Board of the Charter 

Township of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, Michigan, on the 8th day of December, 2025. 

 

 

 

 ________________________________________ 

 Mark Reenders, Township Supervisor 

Attest: 

 

 

 I, Laurie Larsen, Clerk of the Charter Township Of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, Michigan, do 

hereby certify that the ordinance granting Consumers Energy Company, an electric franchise, was properly 

adopted by the Township Board of the Charter Township Of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, Michigan, and 

that all proceedings were regular and in accordance with all legal requirements. 

 

 

 _______________________________________ 

 Laurie Larsen, Township Clerk 

 

Dated: December 8, 2025 
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Administrative Memo 
 

 DATE: December 3, 2025 

 

     TO: Township Board 

 

 FROM: Chief Schrader 

 

       RE:     GHAC Ambulance RFP Recommendation 

 

 

 

The local communities in the Northwest Ottawa  area have had a contract agreement for ambulance 

service with North Ottawa Community Hospital (which became Trinity Health Grand Haven 

Hospital) since 2005. This contract created a baseline for service and included criteria such as 

minimum ambulance availability/staffing, training, community support, fire call standby and 

expected response time to emergencies.  

 

Pursuant to the Ambulance Contract, the oversight of the contract requirements was tasked to a 

local Ambulance Committee. This committee has been comprised of elected representatives and 

Fire Chiefs from the communities that includes Grand Haven Charter Township, Grand Haven 

City, Ferrysburg City, Spring Lake Township (including the Village of Spring Lake), Robinson 

Township, Crockery Township, and a portion of Port Sheldon Township. 

 

In June 2025, area municipalities met to discuss the upcoming contract that is set to expire at the 

end of the year. Members shared experiences with trending service issues, impact on patient care 

and expectations for service. There was agreement that the contracted municipalities would speak 

through appointed representatives of the Ambulance Committee and locally appointed elected 

officials with the goal of having a single “voice.” At that time, the current EMS provider – i.e., 

Trinity Health – communicated that they were unwilling to enter a new contract with defined 

staffing or response time standards.  

 

Based on that decision, the expanded Ambulance Committee – working with the legal firm of Mika 

Meyers – drafted a Request for Proposal (RFP) that included established criteria used successfully 

in other local jurisdictions.  

 

Specifically, the RFP included items such as minimum staffing levels, exchanging medical 

equipment, providing an ambulance at fire standbys, the commitment to invest in local emergency 

response resources and to collaborate with our communities to meet the evolving emergency 

response needs.  
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The RFP was released in early November, and three submissions were received by the November 

25th deadline. The three submissions received were from: 

 

✓ Trinity Health 

✓ American Medical Response (AMR) 

✓ Life EMS, Inc 

 

The Ambulance Committee met and completed its review of all submissions received. Each Fire 

Chief was tasked with scoring RFP submissions utilizing a standardized rating scale. The rating 

scale included: 

  

✓ Does Not Meet 

✓ Meets 

✓ Meets with Exception 

✓ Exceeds with Exception 

✓ Exceeds without Exception 

 

During this evaluation area Fire Chiefs, Public Safety Directors, municipal Managers, and elected 

officials met to discuss the RFP criteria including service capabilities, response times, staffing, 

equipment, and overall ability to meet the needs of our communities, the Review Committee 

unanimously agreed on Life EMS, Inc as its ambulance service provider based on their overall 

proposal which included the following: 

 

✓ Life EMS committed to a minimum of two ambulances within the response area. 

✓ Life EMS committed to exchanging both ALS and BLS supplies with first response 

agencies. 

✓ Life EMS committed to evaluating ambulance staffing in 6 months based on response time 

standards. 

✓ Life EMS committed to providing an ALS ambulance standby at all fire scenes. 

✓ Life EMS will invest in CAD-to-CAD communications with Ottawa County Central 

Dispatch. 

✓ Life EMS will collaborate with a Community EMS Oversight committee to improve EMS 

for the service area. 

 

Life EMS  was the only provider that agreed to the above without any subsidy.  

 

The Grand Haven Area Communities recommends that all communities enter a contract with LIFE 

EMS based on the RFP and their response. If the Grand Haven Township Board of Trustees 

approves this recommendation the following motion could be offered: 

 

Motion to authorize the Township Superintendent to execute a memorandum 

of understanding finalized by the legal firm of Mika Meyers PLC with LIFE 

EMS, Inc. based on the RFP and the proposal, as reviewed.  

 

Please contact either Chief Schrader or Trustee Dumbrell if you have any questions or comments. 
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