Welcome to the electronic newsletter from
Grand Haven Charter Township!

Stay informed on what is happening in the township. This newsletter
will deliver up-to-date information including upcoming meetings,
development news, Township services and more!

You can always find more information on our website or Facebook.
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GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP

FIRE/RESCUE - RECORD YEAR

2025 was a record year for the Fire/Rescue department in terms of emergency
responses — with a total of 1,630 (or about 4.46 responses per day). This is an
increase?t of 4.75% over the previous record year of 2024 that had 1,556 emergency
responses.

Emergency Runs
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The number of Fire/Rescue emergency runs established a new record of 1,630 during
2025, breaking the 2024 record of 1,336.

Since 1990, emergency calls have increasedt by about 795%. The majority of calls
continue to be for medical and rescue (ie., about 75%). Fire suppression calls account
for less than 4% of the total.

The Fire/Rescue Department has 8 full-time and 26 part-time employees (with two

part-time vacancies).


https://www.ghtmi.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/GHTownship

An Advanced Life Support (ALS) certified department (i.e., paramedic), the
station is staffed with a minimum of two and four fire fighters 24-hours a day,
which allows the initial vehicle to leave the fire station within an average time of
about 30 seconds during daytime hours for all emergencies.

And finally, it should be noted that the Fire/Rescue Department provided mutual aid a
total of 82 times — mostly to the City of Grand Haven (i.e., 55 times) — and received

mutual aid 63 times — mostly from the City of Grand Haven (i.e., 39 times).

WINTER PROPERTY TAXES DUE - FEBRUARY
17TH

Winter property taxes are due on Tuesday,
February 170

Winter property taxes can be paid using
on-site drop boxes, mail, or an on-line
option at:
https://ghtmi.gov/departments/make-a-
payment/

Residents can also pay their taxes in-
person at the Township lobby during
normal business hours.

POSTMARK CHANGE COULD IMPACT TIMELY
ARRIVAL OF MAIL

The U.S. Postal Service has announced a change in its postmarking process, which will
affect how mail is processed and postmarked. Instead of showing the date you dropped
off your mail, postmarks will now reflect the date your envelope is first processed by
an automated sorting machine. This could be days later, which may impact deadlines
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tied to postmark dates for tax payments.
Why It Matters

Deadlines tied to postmark dates could result in late fees, penalties, or missed filings if
your mail is processed and postmarked after the due date this tax season.

What You Can Do
v Mail early: Send time-sensitive items several days before the deadline.

v Request a manual postmark: Go inside your local post office and ask for a hand-
stamped date.

v Use certified mail: Provides proof of mailing and tracking.
v In-person or Dropbox: Drop your tax payment off at the Township offices or in one
of the two drop boxes (i.e., one at the parking lot entrance or one at the Administrative

Building foyer).

v Pay online via the Township website. https:/ghtmi.gov/departments/make-a-
payment/

CONSTRUCTION - 2025

Building Permit Growth

Grand Haven Charter Township
had a “good” year in terms of —— -
construction with almost $66
million in construction.

This included 49 single family
units (with 6 homes razed), 2
mobile homes, 77 apartment
units and 138 additions or ™
alterations. This is a net gain of
122 new dwellings units.

Commercial construction was just
over $19 million of the total.
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Building Permit Growth 1990 through 2025
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POPULATION GROWTH - 2025

Population Trend

The population of Grand Haven Charter Township has been increasing?t
steadily since 1990. (GHT estimates that each single-family home has 2.9
residents, and each apartment or mobile home has 1.5 residents.)

The official 2020 Census indicates that Grand Haven Charter Township's
population was 18,004 in April of 2020, which was an increase? of 2,826
residents (or about 18.63%) above the 2010 census.

Staff now estimate that the population has increasedt to about 19,550

residents at the end of 2025 based upon occupancy permits. This is an
average growth of about 273 new residents each year since 1990.
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ASSESSING PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION VS.
ZONING

The property classification noted on the annual Change Notice that is mailed to each
property owner pertains to the assessing classification for the property but does not
determine the zoning classification for the property.

Property Classification: This is annually determined by the Assessor and indicated on
the annual Assessment change notice. The property classification is based on the
property’s current use.

Zoning:

The zoning classification dictates the allowable uses on a property and is determined
by the zoning map as approved by the Township Board.

For example, a property zoned Agricultural with a home on it may have an assessing
classification as “401 - Residential Improved” which reflects the current use of the
property despite the underlying zoning designation.

For more information on zoning districts, please contact the Township offices.

If you disagree with the Assessor’s property classification determination based on the

current use of your property, please contact the Assessor’s Office or you may file an
appeal with the Board of Review.

NEEDED - ELECTION INSPECTORS




There will be three elections this year — including a gubernatorial election during
which a new governor for the State of Michigan will be selected by the voters.

To assist with these elections, the Township is seeking to hire and train additional
qualified election inspectors. To qualify as an election inspector for Grand Haven
Charter Township, an applicant must be a minimum of 16 years of age. If the person is
18-years of age or older, the individual must also be registered to vote in Michigan.

Further, an applicant cannot have been convicted of any felony or election crime or be
a candidate or related to a candidate that is on the ballot.

The Township will train all election inspectors and hourly pay for the position is
$17.62 per hour.

If you are interested in applying for the position, please complete and return the
following  application to  Assistant = Manager @ Karen = Sherwood  at
ksherwood@ghtmi.gov.

Election-Inspector-Application.pdf

POLLING PLACE

VOTE HERE!
6% 10 70u

Township Questions?

If you have specific questions about Township operations, please send an
email to bcargo@ghtmi.gov .

(616) 842-5988 | info@ghtmi.gov | www.ghtmi.gov

STAY CONNECTED
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