
Welcome to the electronic newsletter from
Grand Haven Charter Township!

Stay informed on what is happening in the township. This newsletter
will deliver up-to-date information including upcoming meetings,

development news, Township services and more!

﻿You can always find more information on our website or Facebook.

 

STREET & ROADS

There are about 108.7 miles of streets and roads within Grand Haven Charter
Township. Of this total, approximately 24.2 miles of primary roads and 84.5 miles of
local roads (of which about 17.2 miles are gravel roads and 42 miles of subdivision
streets). In addition, there are about 9.25 miles of State highways (i.e., US-31 & M-45).
Since 1990, the Road Commission has resurfaced about 77.4 miles of paved streets and
re-graveled 21 miles of gravel roads. In addition, the Township has paved or re-
surfaced 76.7 miles of streets and re-graveled 17 miles of roads. (In 2011, crack
sealing was added to the range of maintenance activities, funded mostly by the
Township.)
In 1987, 100% of the financial burden of re-surfacing the subdivision streets was
delegated by the Ottawa County Road Commission (OCRC) to the county Townships.
Recently, the Township Board approved a list of road paving for 2026 with an
estimated cost of $999,560 and includes the following:﻿

﻿ BITUMINOUS RESURFACING

https://www.ghtmi.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/GHTownship


All twenty-four (24) of the roadways being resurfaced are rated "4" on the 10-point
Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) scale (i.e., “Poor”). A total of 3.98
miles of bituminous resurfacing will occur under this plan. This means that about
9.48% of all paved subdivision streets within the Township will be re-surfaced.
These are pre-bid estimates, and the actual paving cost is typically less↓ than the pre-
bid estimate. If the OCRC bid price is especially good and the Township's 2025
financial audit shows a strong General Fund cash balance, the Township may be able to
add additional streets in April/May.
In addition to the re-surfacing work noted above, the OCRC will be completing
a “round-about” at Lincoln Street and 144th Avenue to replace the four-way



stop at a cost of about $1.3 million and re-surfacing Ferris Street West of US-
31 at a cost of about $290k. 

BAUMANN PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT:

The Baumann Residential Planned Unit Development (PUD) is under staff
review and will be sent to the Planning Commission in March. This proposal
entails 123 dwelling units in total. 87 will be single-family detached homes. In
addition, 36 will be smaller, attached town homes, which will be targeted
toward “affordable housing”.

The proposed density provides one less↓ dwelling unit than the initial concept
brought to the Planning Commission for a pre-application meeting, which was
considered appropriate for the site. As designed, access to Robbins Road

would be provided through 163rd Avenue and Mitchell Street. In addition,
Comstock Street would be accessed through a connection to the Robinson
Landing development located in the City.
 
The applicant will be seeking infrastructure funding through a Brownfield
Housing TIF agreement through the Township´s Brownfield Redevelopment
Authority. This assistance would be tied to the cost of extending municipal
sewer to the development, which would be contingent on providing housing



options that would be affordable to those making 80%-120% of the area´s
average median income (AMI). The applicant´s narrative describes the
approximate price of the townhomes at $287,500±.
 
It is noted that Superintendent Cargo will not begin processing the BRA application

until the Planning Commission recommends approval of the Baumann PUD

application to the Township Board.

NEEDED - ELECTION INSPECTORS
 

There will be three elections this year – including a gubernatorial election during
which a new governor for the State of Michigan will be selected by the voters.﻿

To assist with these elections, the Township is seeking to hire and train additional
qualified election inspectors.  To qualify as an election inspector for Grand Haven
Charter Township, an applicant must be a minimum of 16 years of age. If the person is
18-years of age or older, the individual must also be registered to vote in Michigan.﻿

Further, an applicant cannot have been convicted of any felony or election crime or be
a candidate or related to a candidate that is on the ballot.﻿

The Township will train all election inspectors and hourly pay for the position is
$17.62 per hour.﻿

If you are interested in applying for the position, please complete and return the
following application to Assistant Manager Karen Sherwood at
ksherwood@ghtmi.gov.﻿

Election-Inspector-Application.pdf

mailto:ksherwood@ghtmi.gov
https://ghtmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Election-Inspector-Application.pdf


 
 

LIFE EMS REQUESTS SHORT-TERM LEASE
WITH TOWNSHIP FIRE/RESCUE

Life EMS, Inc. will be assuming full responsibility for emergency ambulance services
for Northwest Ottawa County (i.e., Grand Haven City, Grand Haven Charter
Township, Robinson Township, Ferrysburg, Spring Lake Village, Spring Lake
Township, Crockery Township, and a portion of Port Sheldon Township) starting March

1st.

To provide a “bridge” while the ambulance company finds a permanent facility, Spring
Lake Township has provided temporary space at one of their Fire/Rescue stations and
the Grand Haven Charter Township Board will be considering a temporary facility use
license (i.e., lease) for one of the bays at the Township´s Fire/Rescue station at 168th
Avenue and Ferris Street.

Life EMS would pay the Township just under $1,000 per month for use of the vehicle
bay – which would help to ensure that an ambulance was nearby for the residents of
the area.



 
 

HARBOR TRANSIT - UPDATE

The Harbor Transit Board approved construction bids totalling just over $17.1 million
for the new Harbor Transit Operations Center that will be located in the Township
immediately south of Walmart on 172nd Avenue. 

With the construction contingencies of about $500k; Consruction Management
Services of about $1.2 million; Insurances, Bonds and Permits costs of about $676k;
Architectural costs of about $604k; Furniture, Technology, Equipment, owner
contingencies and moving expenses adding another $2± million … the total project
cost of the new Operations Center will be about $22.25 million.

There will be groundbreaking for the Harbor Transit facility at the 172nd Avenue
construction site in the Township on March 25th at 2:30 p.m.

Construction is expected to be concluded in April/May of 2027.



EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE WORKFORCE
SUPPORT

The Grand Haven Charter Township Fire/Rescue Department received $17,230 from
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services for an Emergency Medical
Service Workforce Support grant to cover the costs of part-time staff receiving
paramedic training at Westshore Community College.

These monies will be used for training costs through next Fall.

 

﻿Township Questions?
If you have specific questions about Township operations, please send an

email to bcargo@ghtmi.gov .
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