
April Newsletter

Stay informed on what is happening in the Township. This newsletter delivers up-to-
date information including upcoming meetings, development news, Township
services and more!

You can always find more information at our website (www.ghtmi.gov) or Facebook
(www.facebook.com/GHTownship/).  

PILOT STUDY APPROVED

The Sewer Authority Board approved a Pilot Study to replace the current “land
application” of sludge produced by the sewage treatment plant. The study – a joint
effort by the City of Holland, Grandville, Zeeland, and Grand Haven Area Sewer
Authority – will cost about $120k over the next three years and will be examining the
process of drying the sludge into fuel pellets and using the fuel pellets as a source of
biofuel to generate electricity.

Because of concerns with possible PFAS contamination, it is expected that
traditional land application sludge as a fertilizer for farm fields will eventually be
phased out by the State of Michigan and the Sewer Authority will need to find an
alternative method of disposal of the sludge.

GRAND HAVEN COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION GRANT

The Fire/Rescue Department was
awarded a $14,538 grant from the
Grand Haven Community Foundation to
construct a Hose Stream Firefighter
Training Prop.
The grant covers the purchase of
materials to construct a training prop
designed by fire research studies to teach firsthand fundamentals of hose stream
mechanics – specifically air entrainment, water mapping, hydraulic ventilation,
interior suppression, exterior suppression, and attic fire suppression. These
concepts are the building blocks needed to understand the impact of varying
suppression tactics on the fireground. This training prop allows firefighters to
visualize and interactively learn these concepts.

The prop has been used to provide fire education to numerous fire departments
including New York, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles County. Having this hands-on

http://www.ghtmi.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/GHTownship/


training opportunity will increase firefighter safety and provide better trained
firefighters for our community. 

PATHWAY PROJECT
The Township notes that Bob´s Asphalt was awarded the Ferris Street Non-
Motorized Pathway Project with a bid of just over $511k (or about $230k or 31%
under↓ budget).

Bob´s Asphalt has already completed the necessary tree removals along the bike
path to avoid the Oak Wilt restrictions and will begin with the easternmost section of
the pathway.

Once complete, Bob´s Asphalt will begin with wall removals and construction along
Ferris Street between US-31 and Lakeshore Drive.

Bob´s Asphalt anticipates the pathway project to be completed early August. 

PFAS SAMPLING

The North Ottawa Water System (NOWS) treatment plant continues to monitor for
several types of PFAS on a monthly basis – exceeding federal guidelines. And, the
plant continues to test at what is considered to be a “non-detectable” level – i.e., less
than 2 parts per trillion (ppt).

To place that into perspective, one part per trillion is equal to one second out of
nearly 32,000 years. The actual test numbers for March are noted below:

Michigan
Maximum

Rule

PFNA
6 ppt

PFOS
16 ppt

PFHxS
51 ppt

HFPO
370 ppt

PFBS
420 ppt

PFHxA
400,000

ppt

March ´26 < 2.0 < 2.0 < 2.0 < 2.0 < 2.0 < 2.0

Bottom line – although about 45% of the municipal water systems in the United
States have some level of PFAS, the NOWS system continues to test at what is



considered to be “non-detectable” levels for this class of contamination.

SPRING LEAF DROP-OFF EXTENDED

2026 REINSPECTION PROGRAM

Grand Haven Charter Township seeks to have the most up to date and accurate
property records possible. To meet this goal, every year staff focus on a personal
review of thousands of residential properties in the Township.

This year, between April and November, field appraisers will be in the areas
identified on the Re-Inspection Map (see areas below in “red”) knocking on doors
and inspecting properties. A notification letter will be sent prior to conducting any
property visit.

The review process includes:
a site visit by a field appraiser to photograph and measure all buildings
inspection of all property improvements
a walk around the perimeter, noting current conditions and amenities, and
asking questions of the property owner to update and verify assessing records

Property owners have the right to decline a site visit. If you wish to decline a visit to
your property, please contact our office. If staff are unable to verify records, an
estimated assessment will be determined, and updated photographs will be taken
from the roadway.



For the safety of property owners, field
appraisers will be carrying identification,
and their vehicles will have logos for
“Property Assessment Solutions LLC.”

OPEN BURNING

Grand Haven Charter Township Residents may burn brush or limbs if they obtain a
Fire Department burning permit valid for three (3) days and live more than 1,400 feet
from the City of Grand Haven.

Only clean brush – such as tree limbs and sticks – may be burned. Burning leaves,
construction materials, trash, or for land clearing is not allowed, and all burning is
prohibited on “Ozone Action” days.

Burning permits depends on location. For Urban areas (generally along the
Lakeshore Drive and north of Warner Street), burning is allowed January through
March and in September, from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. with a permit (with a
maximum of one permit per year).

For Rural areas (generally south of Warner Street and east of 168th Avenue),
burning is allowed year-round except October and November, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. with a permit (with a maximum of two permits per year).

Residents must ensure fires are controlled, and do not create hazardous smoke.
Violations of the Burn Ordinance are a civil infraction and will result in civil fines.

Recreational fires do not require a burning permit if the fires are no larger than 3 feet
by 3 feet, are contained within a fire pit or ring, and do not create a smoke nuisance.



﻿For more information, contact the fire department at 616-842-5988 or visit
www.ghtmi.gov.
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