
AGENDA 

Planning Commission 

Monday, June 1, 2026– 6:00 p.m. 

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Pledge to the Flag

IV. Approval of the May 4, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

V. Correspondence

VI. Brief Public Comments & Questions (Limited to 3 minutes)

VII. Public Hearing

A. Rezoning – Lusher – RR to R-1

VIII. Old Business

A. Rezoning – Lusher – RR to R-1

IX. Reports

A. Staff Report

B. Commissioner Comments

X. Extended Public Comments & Questions (Limited to 4 minutes)

XI. Adjournment

Persons wishing to speak at public hearings, on agenda 

items, or extended comments, must fill out a “Speakers 

Form” located on the counter. Completed forms must 

be submitted to Township Staff prior to the meeting. 
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MEETING MINUTES 

GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

MAY 04, 2026  

I. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Cousins called the meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Planning Commission

to order at 6:00pm.

II. ROLL CALL

Members present: Cousins, Lemkuil, Loftis, Wagenmaker, Mesler, Hesselsweet, and Reenders

Member Absent: Frifeldt and Taylor

Also present: Senior Planner Chaphalkar, Associate Planner Hill, and Assistant Manager Sherwood

Without objection, Cousins instructed Hill to record the minutes. 

III. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Without objection, the minutes of the March 20, 2026, meeting were approved.

V. CORRESPONDENCE – NONE

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE

VII. PUBLIC HEARING

A. Rezoning – B Cubed – AG to RP

Cousins opened the public hearing at 6:01pm. 

Chaphalkar gave an introduction of the application from a memo dated April 30th 

The applicant, Steve Wilson, was present to provide the following information: 

• Desire to divide the property, limited by zoning district.

• Shared opinions on uses of surrounding properties.

There being no further comments, the public hearing was closed at 6:09pm 
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VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Rezoning – B Cubed – AG to RP 

Chaphalkar provided additional information from the April 30th memo.  

Commissioners had the following comments: 

• Discussion over whether the rezoning was appropriate. 

• Some commissioners believe parcels not being farmed should not be zoned AG.  

• Confirmed with staff that a house could be constructed on the property under the 

current zoning.   

• Acknowledgement of the discrepancy of the request with the Future Land Use 

map, a majority of Commissioners verbalized being agreeable to exceptions from 

the standards of approval, referred to as the “Three C’s.” 

• Wagenmaker opined that using AG zoning to stop splits then opening the Master 

Plan for PUD’s was unfair.  

• Some Commissioners felt it would be more appropriate to hold off on a rezoning 

until the Future Land Use Map is revised during the next update, so any potential 

rezonings are consistent with the document.  

 

Motion by Wagenmaker, seconded by Loftis to recommend the Township Board 

approve the rezoning application for Parcel #70-07-15-400-024, a vacant parcel on 

Warner Street, from Agricultural (AG) to Rural Preserve (RP) based on the 

application meeting the rezoning standards of the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan. 

 

Which motion passed, per the following roll call vote 

 Yes: Wagenmaker, Mesler, Reenders, Loftis 

 No: Lemkuil, Hesselsweet, Cousins 

 

IX. REPORTS – 

A. Staff report:  

• Hill shared that he will be pursuing a new job at Cascade Township. 

B. Commissioner Comments: 

• Asked for updates on current projects. 

o Chaphalkar shared the status of ongoing projects and those anticipated 

to be received in the near future. 

 

X. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT— NONE 

  

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 6:37pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Harrison Hill 

Acting Recording Secretary 
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Community Development Memo 
 

 DATE:  May 28, 2026 

 

 TO:  Planning Commission 

 

FROM: Cassandra Chaphalkar – Senior Planner 

    

RE:  Rezoning – Lusher – RR to R-1 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The applicant, Paul Lusher, is requesting to rezone his 5.7-acre parcel on Lakeshore Drive (Parcel 

No. 70-07-09-300-008), from Rural Residential (RR) to Single Family Residential (R-1). If rezoned, 

the applicant wishes to divide the property into two parcels.  

 

The rezoning application was tested against the “Three C’s” evaluation method. 

 

COMPATIBILITY 

Is the proposed rezoning compatible with the existing developments or zoning in the surrounding 

area?  

The adjacent zoning is:  

 

Direction Current Zoning Existing Use 

North R-1 
Residential Common 

Elements 

East R-1 Residential 

West R-1 Residential 

South RR Residential 
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Is the proposed rezoning consistent with the goals and objectives of the Master Plan and does it 

coincide with the Future Land Use Map in terms of an appropriate use of the land? 

 

The Future Land Use Map has master-planned the 

parcel for Medium Density Residential, which 

correlates with the R-1 and R-2 Zoning Districts. The 

applicant is requesting to rezone the parcel to R-1, 

which is consistent.  

 

The rezoning is also consistent with the statement of 

purpose for R-1, which is intended to accommodate 

the development of single family residences on 

smaller lots.  

 

CAPABILITY 

Does the proposed rezoning require an extension of public sewer and water, roadway improvements, 

or enhanced fire and police protection, and if so, is it in an area capable of being provided with such 

services? 

 

Parcels zoned R-1 are intended to have public utilities (sanitary sewer where available) and paved 

roads. Lakeshore Drive is a paved road which is served by municipal water. Sanitary sewer is not 

available on Lakeshore Drive.  

 

SAMPLE MOTIONS 

 

If the Planning Commission finds the rezoning application meets the standards, the following motion 

can be offered: 

 

Motion to recommend the Township Board approve the rezoning application for 

12879 Lakeshore Drive, Parcel #70-07-09-300-008, from Rural Residential (RR) 

to Single Family Residential (R-1) based on the application meeting the rezoning 

standards of the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan.  

 

If the Planning Commission finds the rezoning application does not meet the standards, the following 

motion can be offered: 

 

Motion to recommend the Township Board deny the rezoning application for 

12879 Lakeshore Drive, Parcel #70-07-09-300-008, from Rural Residential (RR) 

to Single Family Residential (R-1) based on the application not meeting the 

rezoning standards of the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan. 

 

 

Please contact me prior to the meeting if you have questions. 

CONSISTENCY 
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