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Stay informed on what is happening in the Township. This newsletter delivers up-to-
date information including upcoming meetings, development news, Township
services and more!

You can always find more information at our website (www.ghtmi.gov) or Facebook
(www.facebook.com/GHTownshipl/).

PUBLIC SAFETY REVENUE SHARING

Funding for a new public safety revenue sharing grant was included in the State’s
budget with $35 million annually available for three years to townships, cities, and
villages and an additional $7.5 million one-time funding. The local unit calculation is
based on the average of the two highest annual violence crime counts over the last
three years.

The funds must be used only for the operational and capital expenditures for public
safety purposes. Of the amount, 75% must be used to fund directly or indirectly law
enforcement agencies or officers. Up to 25% may be used to fund other non -law
enforcement-related public safety initiatives, such as improving recruitment or
retention efforts, training programs, equipment purchases, programs designed to
reduce identified risks to public safety, crime diversion programs, operational
emergency medical or firefighter services, and capital improvements to public safety
buildings/structures.

Because there is a modest shortfall between Special Assessment Revenues and
contracted costs, the Township will use the $35,946 in these monies to offset the
cost of contracted police services through the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department.

A list of what other nearby communities are receiving is noted in the table below:

Holland Charter Township $194,863

Grand Haven Charter Township $35,946

Grand Haven City $27,432

Spring Lake Township $22,230



http://www.ghtmi.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/GHTownship/

Robinson Township $10,878

Spring Lake Village $5,676

SCHOOL ELECTIONS

The County Board of Canvassers has certified the May 5th Special Election results.
The Grand Haven Area Public Schools mileage renewal passed in the Township by
a margin of 71.12% in favor of the mileage to 28.88% opposed to the renewal.

The Township saw 3,993 voters turn out in the election, which is about 25% of the
total voters. Of those voters, 3,385 or 84% voted by absentee ballot and only 608 or
16% voted in person.

Of the 8,723 total votes tallied for the Grand Haven Area Public School ballot, 46%
were from Grand Haven Charter Township residents.

HELICOPTER AIRBORNE ELECTROMAGNETIC SURVEY

Over the next few months, the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes,
and Energy (EGLE) is working with United States Geological Survey (USGS) to map
areas where groundwater is stored via helicopter to improve the understanding of
this resource.

Helicopter flights will cover 15 counties in southwest Michigan, which began in April
and will continue for four or five months.

More information on the AEM survey, including a detailed map of the survey area,
can be found here: Southwest Ml AEM Survey.

The webpage also includes a link to the USGS Flight Tracker, which is regularly
updated to track the progress of the helicopter.



https://www.usgs.gov/centers/upper-midwest-water-science-center/science/airborne-electromagnetic-aem-surveys-southwest
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The helicopter and its AEM transmitter
hoop below the helicopter looks very
unusual and will likely lead to a few
phone calls.

More specifically, the AEM transmitter is
sixty feet in diameter and over 2,000
pounds. The equipment will hang about
100 feet below the helicopter, and the
aircraft will fly at about 200 feet above
the ground at about 50 mph in a pre-
determined grid pattern.

That said, the helicopter will remain at
least 500 feet from buildings.

SUBDIVISION PAVING

Subdivision paving is scheduled to begin the week of May 26th, weather conditions
permitting.

FERRIS STREET PATHWAY - UPDATE

The Township’s contractor (i.e., Bob’s Asphalt) has completed approximately 2,200
feet of the Ferris Street bike path reconstruction project west of US-31.

This week, crews will complete the concrete work and begin site restoration before
moving to the other side of US-31.




Specifically, Bob’s Asphalt is planning to
start the next phase of the Ferris Steet
bike path reconstruction project west of

US-31 starting June 15th,

CLEAN FINANCIAL AUDIT

The accounting firm of Vredeveld
Haefner completed Grand Haven
Charter Township“s 2025 financial audit
providing another “Clean” finding with
no issues, material weaknesses, and
determined that the Township was
following governmental accounting
principles.

In brief, this clean audit provides
assurance to taxpayers that public
funds are being handled responsibly,
transparently, and that there were no
misuse of public monies.

Governments with clean audits are viewed as having lower credit risks, which often
leads to better credit ratings allowing the Township to borrow money at lower interest
rates to fund public infrastructure.

CONSERVE H20 BY WATERING WISELY

Water — it is one of the building blocks of life, and Michiganders are surrounded by it.
With more than 3,000 miles of Great Lakes shoreline, one may assume Michigan
could never face a water shortage. But Ottawa County is facing such a challenge. To
understand why, we need to look underground.

In Ottawa County, and in much of Michigan, municipal water drawn from the Great
Lakes is only available to those near a city. In rural areas, drinking water is sourced
from aquifers — pockets of saturated soil 50 to 350 feet below ground that are not
connected to Lake Michigan.




Locally, there are two types of aquifers: glacial and bedrock. Glacial aquifers are the
preferred well source; but when glacial sources are not available, bedrock aquifers
are tapped. Normally, aquifers are replenished with rainwater. However, in many
areas of Ottawa County, clay deposits block rainwater from reaching the bedrock
aquifer.

“It's a counterintuitive problem that people don’t immediately understand,” said DSI
Land Use Coordinator Matt Chappuies, who has spearheaded the Ottawa County’s
Be Water Wise Initiative. “Based on well over a decade of scientific study, we've
learned drinking water in the bedrock aquifer isn’'t being replenished as quickly as it's
being removed.”

In some instances, wells have run dry; in others, briny sediment has been pulled
from the bottom, damaging plumbing and affecting water quality.

For those on municipal water, the issue may not seem quite as important. However,
pumping and treating water for public use costs money and power. For example, the
Northwest Ottawa Water System (NOWS) reports that on average, the water plant
treats 7 million gallons of water per day. During peak summer usage, that can rise to
16 million gallons or more — a 128% increaset. If water treatment plants hit their
maximum treatment capacity frequently, that could result in costly new infrastructure,
raising costs, and/or water rationing.

HO

the essential ingredient

As the weather warms, our attention turns to our yards. EPA data shows, on
average, 30 percent of Americans’ daily water consumption is outdoors. By changing
our landscaping habits, we can save H20.

Consider these tips to protect local water resources:

Smart irrigation: You may have a sprinkler system on a timer that runs rain or
shine. By installing smart devices like rain sensors or a weather-based irrigation
controller, thousands of gallons can be saved per year.

Irrigate During Non-Peak Hours: Most residents” sprinkler systems operate
between 6:00 a.m. and noon. If you change the auto-timer to irrigate lawns to night-
time hours, you reduce the strain on the municipal water system.

Rain barrels: Catch rain runoff to water your landscaping. The barrel can be
connected directly to an irrigation system, or soaker hoses can be attached.

Shrink your lawn: Traditionally, turf grass covers the majority of a yard. Consider
planting turf only where it is needed. Low-traffic areas can be converted into gardens
or buffers.




Plant native gardens: Consider replacing non-native plants ill-suited to our climate
with natives that need little water, enrich the soil, and provide habitat.

By taking a few steps to reduce water use in our yards today, we can join in the effort
to ensure Ottawa County residents and stakeholders have permanent, sustainable,
and affordable access to clean water.

Resources:

For more general information on lawn irrigation and links to more resources visit our
Landscape Irrigation Best Management Practices page.

For more on general water conservation, visit our miottawa.org/be-water-wise
page.

Learn more about local groundwater issues at miottawa.org/groundwater
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